
Not every kilowatt-hour of electricity is created equally. Some kilowatt-

hours cost more to make than others. There are reasons for that, 

including the kind of fuel that generates the electricity. But a big factor 

is when people use it.

costs

2011 

The Price of Power

Bigger Demand = Higher Cost 
Utilities must turn to more expensive 

sources of energy to meet rising 

electricity demands.33,482MW 
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Independent Power Producers

Natural Gas Plants, including quick start plants

Interchange  Utilities 

Hydro and Pumped Storage

Coal

Nuclear

TIME OF DAY
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ST



 2011

Winter Peak Period
(December – March)

am

4 am to 10 am Central
5 am to 11 am Eastern

Summer Peak Period
(June – September)

Peak TimesPeak Times

pm

Noon to 8 pm Central
1 pm to 9 pm Eastern

Electricity demand is highest 

during certain months and 

certain hours. And as demand 

rises, energy becomes more 

valuable.




